
From the Mailbox
By Our Readers

Editor. Torrance Herald
The headlines read "PO- 

LICK OFFICER SHOT" ... 
This will be read and quirk- 
ly passed over by millions. 
But there are some of us who ! 
feel this very deeply and at- j 
tach a deeper significance to 
this taking of a young offi-l

cers life by a criminal who 
took a gun In his hand in 
defiance of the law and in 
defiance of society and all 
that is decent.

Richard Kent was a fine 
officer. I am privileged to say 
that I knew him. The crimi­ 
nal who shot him had a long

record of arrest <; and was on 
probation. Tliis is usually the 
case We Inive thousands like 
him being turned loose daily 
to prey on society and help­ 
less victims. . . .Turned loose 
because he has paid his debt 
to society as prescribed by 
law? ... No ... turned loose 
because probation is some­ 
thing which is automatic . . . 
The theory today is REHABI­ 
LITATION .. . The theory 
is to feel sorry for the crimi­ 
nal and not the victim. 

This attitude Is condoned

FIVE GENERATIONS . . . Mm. Maud no«kln«, jprat great grandmother, hold* I- 
weekold Brrt (lark, whme birth NOT. 27 nude t-.m thr family'* fifth descendant. From 
left: Mrs. Frank Clark, grandmother; Mrs. Mtnn Well*, great grandmother; and Dirk 
Clark, father. Gathering was held list Sunday at the home or Mrs. Well*. 2144 W. 
*37tk St , (Herald Photo)

PARADE LEADER . . . 
Carl Jordan, 17-year-old ion 
of Mr. and Mr«. George 
Jordan, 34233 Ocean Ave., 
hat been named drum ma­ 
jor of the Torranrr All-Star 

( hii;h school band whirh will 
march In the I'akadcna 
Tournament of Hostei Pa­ 
rade Jan. 2. The South 
IIIXD senior wai rhmrn at 
the reiult of try out* at 
Torranee's three hitjb 
tcheeh.
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by the public. Society prefers i 
to he emotional rather than | 
realistic to the problem of | 
crime and punishment. We 
have turned our heads to the 
deterent value of stiff sen­ 
tences for felonious crimes. 
Society is encouraging the 
criminal to break the law by 
remaining in a state of 
apathy.

The criminal knows that If 
convicted he will never serve 
the sentence prescribed. He 
has talked to other criminals. 
He has already been in pri­ 
son. He knows that you can 
even be paroled when sent 
to prison for life on a murder 
conviction.

     
Society is weak and the cri­ 

minal knows it A young 
hoodlum thinks nothing of

using t gun to take some­ 
one's money. The sentence is 
not severe enough for armed 
robbery! The criminal knows 
what he stands to serve if 
caught. It he is caught with 
the gun before he robs some­ 
one or kills someone he does 
not stand to serve much time 
In jail.

Here again the sentence Is 
not severe enough for carry­ 
ing a concealed weapon. 

     
In many states killing a po­ 

lice officer is an automatic 
death penalty. How many 
murderers have gone to the 
gas chamber for killing a po­ 
lice officer in California? . . . 
You may say that it is part 
of the risk a policeman is 
expected to take but I ask 
you to remember that police

offirors have a |ob to do and JDECEMBER 13, 1960
they will continue to do that —————————
job to the best of thrir ability BOAT SHOW
with what they have to work
with, but as long as society The 5th annual Southern
is maintaining a police force ' California Boat Show will open
to protect life and property, its brilliant nautical run Jan I
it Is clear logic that society
should endeavor to provide hlblt
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20 at the Great Western Ex-

law enforcement with more 
realistic laws pertaining to 
armed robbery and the car­ 
rying of concealed weapons 
b y unauthorized persons. 
Clearly there is also a need 
more for a practical and j 
logical approach to the pro- 
bation and parole system. ' 

I sincerely hope this letter { 
will be published in the hope j 
that I might awaken a few 
citizens to their obligation to 
themselves. It is time we 
stopped feeling sorry for the

criminal and started feeling 
sorry for the victims. Will it 
only be when that victim is 
you or someone dear to you? 

I am writing thii letter be­ 
cause as I said before I knew 
officer Kent and I feel his 
loss more deeply than most 
of you. Officer Kent was part 
of a dedicated group of men 
of which I am a member.

ROBERT HAMMOND 
Police Officer

"They're mighty glad to  «  
 t after !'T« bet« away   
week.*

NEW MOt'NTS . . . Torranr* Police Drpl. motor officer* are pictured with a fleet 
ef new Harlry-Datldton motorcycle! recently purchased from dealer Hob Reagan. 
From left: (llff Smith. Ue Master. Ralph Bcurnon, Ken llabbert. Brace Bishop, 
Dtek Humphry, Tom \\ooldrtdge, Jim Klrby. Chief Percy BeBietl. CapC Mkm 
HVtlrt, I.I. Don Na*h, Sgt. Dave Cook and Reaffu. (Herald Phele)
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1st PAYMENT IN 1961

WHARTON
MEMBER CALIKORNIA

tOCIETV OF 
DBNTAL SURQtONi

  IMMEDIATE DENTURES
  NEW MAGNETIC 

DENTURES
  REPAIRS... RELINES

Whil* U Wall

  PENSIONERS 
WELCOMED

NOW YOU MAY HAVB 
ULNTUHti NEW 

MdOICAL BILL

  DIFFICULT

Extractions with Sl*«p
SAM! LOW PRICE* 

(W* Arrdnai)

OPEN EVENINGS 

AND SATURDAYS

NO
MONEY

Down
18 Months |

To Pay

DR. WHARTON
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Little Oscar and his giant 
Wienermobile will visit the

A&P Market at
1330 El Prado, Torrance,
Saturday December 17th,

 t 2:00 P.M.

CHRISTMAS TREES 89 vr \
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